
 

GOW RETURNS!  

The Gathering Of Woodcarvers-

2019 
 

Once again carvers will have an opportunity to carve with 

guidance from some of the best woodcarvers in the U.S. The 

Festival will run September 13, 14 and 15, 2019 at the 

Sandwich fairgrounds on Suydam Rd. in Sandwich, IL.  In 

addition to classes there will be display tables available for a 

nominal charge where carvers may exhibit and/or sell their 

work.  Trailer hook-ups are available on-site and lunch will be 

available nearby, each day. See registration form for fees, 

etc.  You MUST register in advance. Class sizes are limited 

and some classes will fill quickly.  If your instructor has rough-

outs/wood blanks available that cost will be additional.  If you 

do not already have the needed carving tools or supplies for a 

particular class, ask either the instructor or us. We may be 

able to arrange for you to borrow/share the necessary tools 

for use during the class. You don’t want to miss this fantastic 

opportunity to carve with the best. It may not come again. 
 

 
 

Instructors 
 

Dylan Goodson: Relief Country Church or Head & Hand (dimensional) 
Alec LaCasse: Realistic Faces in Bark 
Rich Wetherbee: From Clay to Wood, Sculpting Clay or Carving Caricatures 
Joe Land: Carving & Painting a Santa or Mountain Man 
Damon Tolhurst: Chip Carving: From Starting to Astounding 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dylan Goodson 

Learn the ins and outs of carving landscape relief 
scenes in this class with Dylan Goodson.  The 
project will be a country church carved from Dylan's 
Lighthouse Farms roughout (14" x 8.5" x 2") and will 
give students the opportunity to learn how to carve 
a building in relief that has good depth through the 
use of angled planes and proper perspective. 
Techniques for detailing the building will then be 
covered before moving on to carving and detailing 
the landscape. Each student will be provided with a 
DVD covering the power carving techniques that 
Dylan uses since there's never enough time to 
cover this fully during class. 

For those interested in learning to carve the human 
face and body, Dylan will be offering a bust inspired 
by Rodin's “The Thinker”.  The roughout is 12" tall 
and will present the opportunity to learn about 
carving a realistic head, face, and hands. 

 

 

 

Students will be carving using 
carving stands provided by Dylan 
and should bring their own 
carving tools.  Dylan prefers 
intermediate or mallet-sized tools 
and a mallet; although palm tools 
will work and can be very useful. 
Rough-outs will range in price 
from $30 to $40, depending on 
project. 

 

 

Dylan can be contacted at 256-496-6797 or by email: contact@oldoakenterprises.com. To see more 
examples of his work and to learn more about Dylan, visit his website: www.oldoakenterprises.com. 

mailto:contact@oldoakenterprises.com
http://www.oldoakenterprises.com/


 
 

Alec LaCasse –   
 Carving Realistic Human Faces in Bark 

  

 

If you look at this young carver and think, 

“He’s not old enough to teach me about 

carving. He’s just a kid.” - - well, you’d 

better think again.  This young man is in a 

class with the carving elite. Don’t believe 

me? Look him up on Pinterest.com or 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The truth is, Alec has been carving 

since he was 12 years old. Being 

24 now, he’s thus been carving for 

some 12 years; more experienced 

than many of his “older” students.  

Warm hearted and fun, Alec is 

developing into a wonderful 

teacher so, if you like carving bark, 

you can’t learn from any finer 

instructor than Alec LaCasse (my 

words, not his).  
 

 

 

 



 

Rich Wetherbee –  
Sculpting in Clay 

or Carving Caricatures in Wood 

 

Students who choose to sculpt will spend three 

days learning how to design a piece in clay. Tools 

will be provided. Clay is $15 per pound.   

Students who choose to carve will be able to 

choose from Rich's Roughouts and he will assist 

them in carving.  Tools required - Carving knife, 

basic gouge, and a glove. Roughout prices range 

from $22 to $30.  

 started carving at a very early age. My father, an excellent carver himself, let me carry a 

jackknife, taught me the basics of grain direction and stop cuts. I started carving and sculpting 

the same time around 1982. I'm a member of the Caricature Carvers of America and teach 

wood carving and design throughout the United States. My hope is that my talent and 

experience will help wood carvers reach their potential and keep the excitement of this great 

art form alive! I reside in beautiful Colorado Springs Colorado. 

 

www.wetherbeecollectionllc.com  

might be a good place to start if you want to 

see some of the many wonderful caricatures 

Rich Wetherbee has created.  He can also be 

found on Facebook at: 

Rich Wetherbee Woodcarving 

 

 

 
 

http://www.wetherbeecollectionllc.com/


Joe Land –   
CARVING CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS with JOE 
LAND.   
 
 

Soon it will be the Season for carving Christmas 
Ornaments . . . so now is the perfect time to learn 
to carve Creative and Detailed Christmas 
Ornaments from Artist and Wood Carver Joe Land.  
From beginner to advanced, Joe will show you 
easily attainable techniques for carving the realistic 
and convincing hair, fur and beards that will add 
punch and style to your ornaments.  Topics covered will include tool selection, layout, 
improvisation, locks and curls, dimension, flow and movement, and just the right amount of 
subtle detail.   
 
Joe Land’s wonderfully detailed Santa carvings show a European influence and he was recently 
awarded first in the Santa category at the International Carver’s Congress for his 16” Santa, 
“So Be Good For Goodness Sake.”  Joe’s beautifully detailed 18” Santa carvings and Christmas 
Ornaments may also be seen at the “Reasons To Believe” gallery in Monroe, Washington and 
at the historic “Peter Engler Designs” gallery in Branson where Joe also teaches wood carving. 
 

 



Damon Tolhurst   

Chip Carving: From Starting to Astounding 

Whether you’ve never 

made a single chip or 

have some projects 

under your belt, 

there’s plenty for you 

to learn in this diverse 

class.  Beginners will 

start with learning the 

basics, including 

technique and simple 

chip forms that are used throughout chip carving designs, 

then move on to simple and achievable projects.  Those already comfortable with chip carving will 

jump right in with a more advanced project that will put their skills to the test, starting on practice 

boards as I give demonstrations, review each student’s work, and offer tips and coaching.  Both 

groups will be afforded plenty of time for hands-on 

carving generalized instruction, and one-on-one 

advice based on individual skills and struggles.  The 

groups will be divided but together, so everyone can 

learn even as I teach and demonstrate to the other 

group.  You’ll have the opportunity to come away from 

this class with at least one carving-completed project 

in hand, with more available to take home. 

All tools needed will be provided as part of the 

class.  All wood used (practice boards and projects) is 

additional cost.  Knives and other tools will also be 

available for purchase. 

 

About me: 

My first foray into wood carving was in 2005 when I heard about carving a ball in a cage.  That 

sounded pretty nifty, and so, with nothing but a folding pocket knife, that was my first project.  I moved 

on to other figures in-the-round like a dog and rose.  Then, in 2014, I received a chip carving kit as a 

Christmas gift.  While I had never heard of chip carving, I took to it like a duck to water.  After a full six 

months of practicing (I’m rather a perfectionist), I started making projects and was able to complete 

suitable gifts for that following Christmas.  Two years and many projects later, I began teaching to 

help others learn this fine craft. 


